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UNPRESUMED RISK AND PLANNING PERSPECTIVES

Kiyoshi KOBAYASHI

In traditional methodologies of engineering and risk analysis, it is the widely accepted presumption to
delineate the scope of consideration by excluding uncertain events with extremely low probabilities, and to
seek the rational means to maneuver the presumed risks in rational ways. But we learned these conventional
wisdoms are no longer valid from the last earthquake in the Eastern Japan to cope with the unexpected
huge disaster. In this article, I still wish to accept a paradigm at the first place that any kinds of analytical
investigation for planning cannot stand without presumed comprehension of the world, but to acknowledge
its insufficiency. I am motivated to seek the plausible philosophical foundations for risk management which
could partly mitigate the methodological limitation driven by cognitive capacities of human beings. The
article tries to contemplate the basic issues which may exist in risk communications between professionals
and nonprofessional. The paper is concluded by illustrating some basic problems related to practices in

planning and perspectives for planning researches.



