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* At the Airport

“Some years ago when I was returning to England from a short
trip abroad (I was then Master of Trinity College in Cambriddge),
the immigration of ficer at Heathrow, who scrufinized my Indian
passport rather thoroughly, posed a philosophical question of
some intricacy. Looking at my home address on the immigration
form, he asked me whether the Master, whose hospitality I
evidently enjoyed, was a close friend of mine. This gave me
pause since IT was not altogether clear to me whether I could
claim to be a friend of myself. On some reflection, I came to
the conclusion that the answer must be yes, since I often treat
m?lself in a fairly friendly way, and furthermore, when I say
silly things, I can immediately see that with friends like me, I do
not need any enemies. Since all this took some time to work out,
the immigration of ficer wanted to know why exactly did T
hesitate, and in particular whether there was some irregularity
in my being in Britain.”
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s What we think about ourselves (B & 32:)
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= What others understand about us ({135 ZE2:5%)

Family, Friend, Firm, ....

& 3k : Erikson, Goffman, Tajfel&Turner, Akerlof



Identity Economics (Akerlof, G.A. and Kranton, R.E.)
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